
Collaborative Blog (150 pts) 
 
At our first class, we will all create accounts on Blogger, and then create team blogs with good 
names that are creative, yet convey the blog topic. 

What am I looking for? 
§ I'm looking for you to develop a blog that piques readers' interest, and makes them want 
to carry on a discussion. It's true that a lot of blog readers are hit and run offenders, but 
sometimes you develop a readership.  

o I'm looking for comments that are likely to further discussion, not comments that 
sink to namecalling. There can be room for humor when you make a point, 
depending on the subject matter. 

§ I'm looking for interesting, serious (or not always serious) posts clearly related to your 
topic. 
§ I'm looking for blogs that show that you're becoming well read in the area of your topic. 

 

How do you develop a blog in a group/with a team? 
Because 3-5 people are unlikely to have the same views on topics that can take social or political 
turns, you may develop a blog that looks at all sides of your topic. In that way, your blog can 
appeal to many readers. Contributors on group blogs develop their own identity or personality. 
Readers might look forward to hearing from one particular member of a group blog, and since 
your blog might have diverse opinions, it should be interesting.  
 
But it wouldn't be a good idea for any of you to get into an argument with each other in public. 
Take the high road and stick to presenting arguments/news in your posts; stick to talking to your 
readers, only referring to another post if related. 
 

§ Browse the Web for news articles on your topic that would be interesting to your readers. 
§ Look at the CIT blog to get a sense of how to present the information you find, and of 

what your "voice" should sound like. 
§ Usually, bloggers present news or articles (briefly) and integrate their own opinions into 

the post, agreeing or disagreeing with it. 
 

How will the blog be graded? 
The blog itself will be graded as one product for 100 pts. Elements to be considered: 

§ Quality and interest of posts. 
§ Interest to educated readers. Your posts are more likely to be of interest to general readers 
than to techies. 
§ Interest of linked articles. 

Individuals in the group must post once a week for 50 pts, and are graded on quality of posts. 


